LOW INPUT SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE IN THE RIFT VALLEY, ETHIOPIA
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Addis Ababa University

Sponsored by the University Partnership in Cooperation and Development (UPCD) Tier 2
of the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA)

Year 2001 No. 4

Project Activitiesin 2001
Project field work and extension in South Central Rift Valley, Ethiopia.

Dr. M. Grevers was in Ethiopia between May 27 and June 10/2001. He visited all the three cooperating
Ethiopian Institutions, CIDA Support Unit, Canadian Embassy, Agricultural Research Centersin Debra
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“» New ideas proposed to develop future strategiesfor international collaboration in
Ethiopia. Thefirst draft of a proposal involved by Ethiopian collabor ating or ganizations
was put forward.

% Canadian Faculty interacted with Ethiopian graduate students and Staffsin Ethiopia.

“» Recognition of the current L1SA Project by other Ethiopian Agricultural teaching,
resear ch, and service organizations, aswell asat theU of S.

a) GRADUATE TRAINING:

Ms. Martha Dawit and Mr. Bereket Assefa, two Ethiopian graduate students are nearing the completion
of their M.Sc degrees, both had permission to write. Two new students have arrived in Saskatoon (Mr.
Takeleand Mr. Fikre). They completed their first year of a M. Sc. Program at the U of S. Their Advisory
Committee, resear ch topics, and graduate classes wer e established. In May, both students have engaged
in the field and lab programs. The graduate students turned out to be among the best graduate students
in the Department. Credit goes to those who spent time and efforts to select them, both in Ethiopia and
Canada.

b) TRAINING OF FARMERS:

Experimental work was continued in the selected farmer’s field with their participation. The low input
sustainable agriculture technology was also demonstrated to other farmersin thereporting year.
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“» Two new excellent graduate students spent a year in Saskatoon. The earlier two students
completed their research and arewriting their thesis.

R/

“» Recognition of the Ethiopian graduate studentsin the College of Graduate Studies Resear ch
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CONTRIBUTION TO POVERTY REDUCTION

Ethiopia had chronic shortagein food supply. Improved soil management strategies ar e of direct benefit
to farmersand increased food production. One of the main objectives of the project isto increasethe
capacity of Ethiopiato deal with land degradation and development of appr opriate technologies for
improved food security, which is essential for Ethiopiain the next decades.

PARTICIPATION OF TARGET POPULATION

Staff member s of other projects supported by Canadian Government in Ethiopia (mainly CIDA),
Diplomatic missions (Canadian and Ethiopian Embassies), local NGOs, Gover nment Resear ch and
Development organizations, and most importantly far mer s wer e contacted. The aim wasto build strong
partnership and helping peopleto help themselves and make surethe best isattempted.

VISIBILITY OF RESULTS

Thefield activities of the year 2001 wer e started very well. Neighboring far mersworked as laborer and

observed the activities. The current project has become a highly visible onein Ethiopia. It may become

one of the target areasfor the College of Agricultureat theU. of S. Thereisa strong collective desire by
several Facultiesand Staff membersinterested in international development program.
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HOW THE PROJECT ISADDRESSING CIDA’'SBASIC PRINCIPLES:

Women in Ethiopia ar e disadvantaged and lack employment opportunities. The three co-operating
Institutions are well awar e of gender equality. Ms. Martha Dawit from the Awassa College of Agriculture
and Ms. Kidist Babosha from the Southern Agricultural Bureau aretherefore, added to the Ethiopian
Co-ordination Committee. Ms. Martha Dawit iscurrently in Saskatoon and is about to complete her
graduate studies.

The project addresses Soil Degradation for the protection of environment, sustainable land development
and crop production.

UPDATE ON CRITICAL RISK FACTORS

Natural droughts may influence the crop production. The national Soil Research Laboratory has
provided cars for fieldwork and we also benefited from the CIDA unit in Addis Ababa. Erosion on
Canadian currency and increased travel expensesis now becoming a great concern. However in general
project isin good shape.




OUTCOME/BENEFITSOF THE COLLABORATING INSTITUTIONS

% Enhancement of the capacity and capability of the faculty. Four staff memberstrained for M.Sc.
Degree.

“ Laboratoriesare equipped.

“ Onevehicleispurchased for field research, practical training and other project activities.

“ The staff member s shareinternational experience through short-term training, professional visits,
and inter national wor kshop.

% Improvement of the capacity of Ethiopian collaborating I nstitutions’ librariesimproved.

+ Development of international communication and networ king.

“ Appropriatetechnologies generated for sustainable crop production.

“ Individual farmersare motivated and trained to adopt management strategies recommended through
resear ch.

“» The Canadian scientistsenrich their experiencein tropical agriculture and resour ce management.

“» 7 computers, LCD, digital camer a, digital videotape purchased and used in the post graduate
program and resear ch activities.

% Strong linkage encouraged among the partner institutions (U of S, ACA, AARC, and NSRC).

“ Improved soil management strategiesfor direct benefitsto farmersand increase food production.

% Contribution to ecologically sound and sustainable agriculture on degraded fragilelandsin the Rift
Valley.

% ACA tried to disseminate findings of the college to far mers by extension activities.
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